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I have since read Babu Sharat Kumar Ghosh's speech supplied
by the Committee. There are passages in the speech, which bear
the meaning sought to be put upon it. But from the glowing
accounts I have received about Sharat Babu's very high character
and spirituality, I must refuse to believe, that there is violence in
Sharat Babu. I feel sure that if he has committed a slip, he will
be the first person to acknowledge his mistake.
6.  All these things were done in  your name  by persons who shouted
Gandhi Maharqj kijai.   Do you approve of it?   If not, how will you prevent
your followers from doing such wrong in future?
My "followers", I hope, are assimilating the spirit of non-
violence. But if it ever comes to pass that they, under cover of
non-violence resort to violence, I hope to find myself the first
victim of their violence, but if by a -stroke of ill-luck or by my
own cowardice I find myself alive, the snow-white Himalayas
will claim me as their own.
7,  8 & 9 : Is there enough swadeshi cloth in the country to clothe the
inhabitants?    Will not the boycott of foreign cloth raise the price?   Is not the
price too high already? Will not this boycott cause great hardship to the poor
and inevitably lead to ftof Mooting, as happened before?    Are not the inhabi-
tants of Khulna in need of cloth already?   Will this boycott help them?  Is it
right to burn cloth which might be given to relieve their distress?
Did not the Bombay mill-owners make vast profits from high price of cloth
during the war because foreign cloth was scarce? If there is boycott now,
will not they make greater profits? Is it right to take money from the poor
and give it to the rich?
All great nations depend on foreign trade. If imports are stopped, exports
will also stop and Indian traders will be ruined. Do you desire this?. Do you
wish India to be a strong nation or a weak one?
These questions are either due to gross ignorance or malice.
All these questions on swadeshi have been answered in these pages
with sufficient detail. If the District Propaganda Committee will,
instead of raising such questions, simply concentrate on multiplying
spinning-wheels and looms, there will be enough cloth and to spare,
for famines will practically be things of the past. Is it not a money
famine in Khulna? If the people had money, they could get
rice. They are able-bodied enough to work the wheel and the
loom. Every one of them can by the spinning-wheel earn enough
for food. Yes, indeed, the Bombay mill-owners did make profits
before. But the present swadeshi scheme requires every province
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